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Women & Medicine
What Does Women & Medicine Have in
Common with the San Francisco Zoo?

L to R: Margine Sako, Dr. Pam Lewis, Judy Domenici, Tanya
Peterson, Ada Beth Harris, Mary Poppingo, Susan Goodwill

Chair of the Foundation’s Women & Medicine group, Susan Goodwill is very
close to the San Francisco Zoo and Tanya Peterson, President and Executive
Director and member of W&M; St. Mary’s and the Zoo share philosophies that
maintaining good health is also about thriving and continual wellbeing; and
the mission of healing and compassionate care is for all.
With Susan’s leadership and creativity, 40 W&M members and potential
members met a few of the new babies - a newborn giraffe, gorilla, and flamingo (which the Zoo named St. Mary’s!); pet the cutest opossum, hedgehog, and
ferret; and last but not least, had lunch with the regal lions and tigers. The San
Francisco Zoo has made remarkable strides in the past few years, and continues to upgrade environments and increase attendance.
The Foundation is excited and grateful for the many new members who
have joined Women & Medicine this year. During the past two years, the group
provided significant funding for the development of the first women’s health
center at the hospital, and now in December, they will meet again to choose a
new project to fund. W&M is creating a new and vibrant St. Mary’s tradition!

Raffle Raises
$21,500 for the
Spine Robot

Sisters Gloria Miller and Mary Kilgariff get ready to
pull the winning tickets!

Thank you for all who participated in
our 2014 Benefit Drawing. This year,
we were fortunate to have over 500
participants, entering for a chance
to win a Hawaiian Getaway. The winning tickets were pulled on September 24th by Sisters Mary Kilgariff and
Gloria Miller in honor of Mercy Day.
Look for our raffle next year for more
prizes and fun!
To see if you’re a winner, go to
www.supportstmaryssf.org
or call (415) 750-5790.
To learn more about the Spine
Robot see page 2.

developed their practice. They share their knowledge
with each other for the benefit of the patient.”
The center’s surgeons are also inventors. Doctors James Zucherman and Ken Hsu developed the
X-Stop implant, which offers relief to patients with
spinal stenosis, a painful condition in which enlarged
spine joints pinch nerves. The implant was approved
by the Food and Drug Administration in 2005.
The center also offers other innovative procedures, including artificial disc replacement and motion preservation devices that stabilize a diseased
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Manage your emergency room experience from the
beginning. Log on, select a projected treatment time,
and spend your waiting time in the comfort of home.
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St. Mary’s Ortho Research Open House
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Biomechanics laboratories are a key to the development and understanding of many surgical technologies,
especially implants and approaches in orthopedic surgery. Under the direction
of Jeremi Leasure, director
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The laboratory specializes in mechanical testing of medical devices and investigation of surgical outcomes. There are currently 42 research projects running in the lab. Many of these are conducted by orthopedic surgery residents from the St. Mary’s program. This nonprofit organization
fosters communication
*For patients with non life- or limb-threatening conditions.
“This is exceptional
technology
considerably
between
diverse fieldsthat
of expertise.
It is a fertile think tank to not only improve existing technologies and their
understanding
to lead to new
treatments
improves patient
safety andbutoutcomes,”
said
Anna and innovations. Numerous start-up companies also use the lab
to evaluate products for efficacy prior to and during clinical evaluation.
Cheung, St. Mary’sLeasure’s
Medicalfull-time
Centerteam
President.
can’t
includes “We
two mechanical
engineers and a bioengineer, an industrial design enJim Zucherman, MD, is an orth
gineer, a lab
and a businessand
manager.
support staff includes 10 post-baccalaureate engithank donors enough
for manager
their consideration
help.Part-time
“
spinal surgeon at the St. Mary’s
neering and undergraduate researchers from UC Berkeley, San Francisco State, Cal State East Bay and other
St.
Mary’s
Hospital
and
the
San
Francisco
Combined
OrthopeCenter. He and fellow Spine Cen
This miniature
robota isPh.D.
approximately
the size of aand biostatistics from UCSF; a grant writer; and a publication
schools;
candidate in epidemiology
We have some exciting
news
dic Residency Training Program.
geon Ken
Hsu,to
MD, are the invent
coordinator.
REDDI
internship program was organized to develop the skills of engineers and
soda can, and is
situatedThe
on the
topsummer
of a computerized
co-developers
of the X-STOP, the i
The Taylor lab includes 2,500 square feet of space
on
St.
share
about
The
Sister
Diane
researchers in orthopedics. The program provides a structure where the participants are introduced to the
nous process device that revolu
Mary’s campus. It houses a cadaver lab, two lnstron testing
workstation. It equipment,
guides a rigid
arm/attachment
to the biomechanics, clinical outcomes and device design/develmethods
and concepts of orthopedic
surgical treatment of lumba
Grassilli
Women’s
frames, a machine shop with computer mill, lathe, 3-D
printer,Center for the
stenosis and the only FDA-appro
and to
secondary
school
patient during opment.
surgery,Undergraduates
and is designed
support
the students are also offered educational experience in the lab
CAD suites and a portfolio of testing fixtures.
Health. Just last month
theprocess device that d
terspinous
during summer holidays.
In its short history the lab has been quite fruitful. Published
require fusion and is done und
accurate placement
of
implants,
e.g.,
pedicle
screws
or
The Taylor Collaboration has received funding from diverse sources. Private grants from foundations inTomosynthesis
machine
was
works have discussed the specific strength of bone in
different
anesthesia. He also invented th
clude the tools
Luke B.
Hancock
Foundation,
positioning of surgical
during
spine
surgery.Lloyd Taylor Education Fund, Orthopedic Research and Education
roscopic
lumbar
parts of the spine and the great implications this has
on
the
installed and together with
thefusion and the
Foundation (OREF), Omega Grants Association and private corporation grants from DePuy Synthes, Stryker,
preservation
ability and ways to grab bone to repair spinal deformity
in the device, approved for use in Europe, which av
Photography Sean Cope
PerformanceArthrex,
of the Medtronic
actual surgery
is
done
by
the
and AO/Synthes. Additional funding comes from small companies in the innovation stage,
minimizes
the need
for fusions.
Automated
Whole
Breast Ultraosteoporotic patient. A mapping technique using widely
avail-

The Olympic Club has achieved 35 years of giving with St. Mary’s -- a major accomplishment.
Even more significant is the vision and inspired
leadership from Dr. Robert Murray to invite the
Saint Francis Foundation to join our efforts and
expand help for the needy in San Francisco.
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Please call the Foundation at (415) 750-5790 for more information about
would not have been possible.
Jim Zucherman, MD, is an orthopedic
our work to improve orthopaedics, and our efforts to build upon
the current
spinal surgeon at the St. Mary’s Spine
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hello

FOUNDATION!
We want to meet you!
Stop by the Foundation office
during your next visit to
St. Mary’s. Meet our staff and
let us thank you in person!
During your visit,
as a small token of
our appreciation for
Foundation donors let us
validate your parking!

